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in their Hereafter, and peace and blessings be upon the teacher of 
good to mankind, their guide to the path of righteousness. Verily he 
did not leave an affair that would draw' them closer to Allaah except 

;. h l h ; ^ ; hem towards “• " or w affair that would distance 
them from Allaah except that he warned them regarding it. 
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d then it is Salaat-nt-Tawbah (the Prayer of 
for the . n; h Allaah Wipes away the mistakes and expiates 
ta " C from amongst us does not sin, and who from 


As 

Repent; 
the sins; and who 


amongst us does not 


make mistakes? 


The Messenger of Allaah (&) spoke the truth, 

“Every son of Aadam makes mistakes and the best of those 
who make mistakes are those who constantly repent.” 1 

So by this blessed prayer true servitude to Allaah - the Most High - 
becomes apparent, as does the servant’s eemaan in his Lord and 
recognition that his destination is in His Hands, how perfect He is, 
free of all defects and deficiencies. 2 By it the servant manifests his fear 
of his Lord’s punishment and his desire for His Forgiveness and 
Paradise. 

So if this prayer consisted of only a manifestation of humility, an 
acknowledgement of sins and repentance to the Lord, then sufficient 
it would be, having immense goodness and huge benefits. Therefore 
race towards it, 0 slave of Allaah, and be amongst the truly successful 

ones, if Allaah wills. 

Salaat-ul-Gh /^ ^Mt-M-Tasfoeh and it is also known as 
(The PrayerTfV ^ Prayer of Forgiveness), or Salaat-ut-Takfeer 
^pentance) or V ° f ^ aat ~ ut ~Tawbah (The Prayer of 

encompasses aU of T'^ Prayer ° f lt 

these ripe f^ £ 0f ve .. mean i n g s > so race towards the harvest of 
y it as become a prayer completely forgotten 


and others. (Saheeh Al-Jaami’ 


at ' Tirmidhee ' ibn Maajah 
' ho »Wec t t CiC ” CieS " ^vectheb 141 !- Al ' aah and abS ° lve H ' m ° f any 

e,s (Publishers] °° WC USe c ^ e Sorter translation of 


. (nre you ^ °'rha t reg ret 
' th be 1c on the day 


,ld 




and aba" 


idoned- 


So * v: 


*ii y° ur 


yOU> 


your 
will 1 


health 


before 


5 ickness> 


before you 


re gret 


rively 


be exhausts 

t intending * to ^ th eir 

have written thig^e opinions of ^ ^slim, avoiding 
era-led, S*"* * t0 be f l ussion on subsidiary 

*^‘*'y**^ of ■» ' he,r 

& M » d * *“ ,W nI“« ind “ Si °" “ 

.urces, except where this was Salaat-ut-T asbeeh due to 

ia , y sis Of the chains of"" to jts authe nticity, and even 
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,e purpose is to ascertain the authenticity of the badeetb 
tablishing its ruling by the easiest way. Thereby, making this 
eatise easy and understandable for every Muslim, answering their 
lestions, clearing their ambiguities. For its subject is related to every 
uslim, the educated and the non-educated, for they are prayers that 
mg together the good of this world and the Hereafter cm A L 

-.- 
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THE FIRST PRAYER 

Salaat~ul'I$ti\haa} ah 

the prayer for SEEKING guidance 


On the authority of Sa d ibn Abee Waqaas raJbwIlaah,, anhu who 
said Allaah’s Messenger (») said: 

"From the prosperity of an individual is his seeking guidance 
from his Lord atul his contentment with what He has 
ordained and from the misfortune of an individual in his 
abandoning seeking guidance from his Lord and his displeasure 
after what is decreed (for him) comes to pass. ” 

In his lifetime, an individual encounters many matters whose 
outcome are unknown, he embarks upon affairs not knowing their 
consequences. He does not know its good from its evil, nor its benefit 
from its harm. 


Z: L UP ° n th,S mattCr or not - Should he propose to 

this person" ^i! ^ W ° man " •” Should he into partnership with 

,m w,,e ° r shuu,d •* 
he travel or not? ^ StU< ^' or over 1 here- Should 

What should he do> an u , 
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stholar and the ignorant ^ ^ (v ' thc youn S anJ 'he old. the 

^ps they wiU ltd hjm ° ne , - the V will advise him 

ln 'he right direction. 
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the servant has sought the gm an ^ ^ which Will Harm 

hidden and the most intimate a ble tQ avert an y 

hm, and that which will benefit him and He is full) ^ 

evil from him and bring to him all that is o ne ' . 
truthfully seeks the guidance of AUaah is spiritually tranquil and his 
mind is at ease concerning the outcome of his affair. 

So he is pleased with wh 


.what is ordained ft 

vardly seem to be evil and 
red. For nn inJ:-.-* * • 


for him. 


—.even 

seem to be evil and occurred in a way contra 
)t an individual does not know the m.» 

AUaah kp^"" ~ L 


though i 
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1 /^ does the servant seek the guidance 

npmuORD? 


OF HIS LORD? 

*9 


Because the servant is weak in his comprehension, ignorant of the 
unseen and indecisive about his actions, Allaah ordained (, Salaat-ul - 
Istikhaarah) for him whenever he is faced with an obstacle or an 
action, or is concerned about an affair, that he seeks guidance of his 
Lord. He should consult his Creator with regard to it; because He - 
how perfect He is - is most knowledgeable concerning the reality of 
the affairs and their consequences, their benefits from their harms 
their good from their evil, in this world and in the Hereafter and He 
is the most knowledgeable with regard to the Unseen. 
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them but TZ u e f" eyS ° f the Unseen > n <>ne knows 
earth and i n t |, 6 n ° WS wtlatever there is on the 

knowledge; there ^ “ ’ eaf faUs but with his 
depths) of the ear h * ^ ra ^ n ln Hie darkness (or 

withered) but is writ tenTn a" Clear Record . ^ ^ ^ “ 


, t is suit^ ble 

He is knowl^ 611 ^ Reding thaC 

knowledge 311 th 

over all things- ,ff air or dectdes upon a 

Thus, when the servant is wishes CO act upon .t, 

matter, or a problem *nses m h before embarkin g upon 

then he should seek guidance from hts 

by the following: 

Firstly; that he fulfils all the conditions of supererogatory prayer - 
which are the same conditions for the (obligatory) prayer except t e 
condition of the entering of the time for that particular prayer. 

Secondly: that he prays two rakaahs of supererogatory prayer, with 
the intention of al-lstikbaarah (Seeking Guidance) and he should not 
pronounce anything other than at-Takbeer. This is because rh P „| 
for the intention is the heart and • the P lace 

affair which neither the Prophet ($) noT^r ^ invef lted 

'he great Imaams ever did. Then he s ho l/ C ° mpanions > n °r any of 

* 1 »>.»l« P» w , hurts,, s ; b „‘™ ™ wards Allaah „ ith 
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0 Aliaah, I seek Your counsel hv vx, i 

“ ek Your ~ by Your power and 7 * ‘ 

Vour immense favour, for verilv Y„ , , You from 

not, and verify You know wh5e^ "* M ? wMe 1 "» 

knower of the Unseen. O AlJaah if v™’ Y ° U the 
{andhere he mentions his need) to be too k "° W th ‘ S affa,r 
“>y religion, my life and aftermart d ^ ^ relation t0 
then decree it and facilitate f ’ ^ present and future, 
a "d if You know thisTff! u" ?*’ and b,ess ™ with it, 
religion, my life and encT m 6 ^ f ° r mt con cerning my 
remove it f romme " a ' m V Present and future, then 
me what i s g 00 j , mo ' e me from it, and decree for 
satisfied with it." ’ h3teVer * may be, and make me 

^ Up ° n his for? befog n furT U f nCe,n h ‘ S L ° rd and truthftJ 

0 guidance, waiting for the 

f Fif % he shou |. 

fr°mbefoganswe^i V ° ld 3,1 obstacles that 
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Yes! Verily there are obstacles Towered and become a barrier 

servant's supplication from being answer 

between the attainment of his request. 

Al-lstikhaarah is a du’aa (supplication) so the Muslim should fulfil 
aJJ the conditions of making a duaa and should adhere to the 
etiquettes of making a duaa and avoid all obstacles and barriers that 
prevent a du’aa from being answered. In doing so, he ensures that his 
al-lstikhaarah will be answered and his need will be fulfilled. 

is bccausXlrnTt 1 ^^ ***** n0t answere d, and that 

or ** 



l , 0 bav > n 8 

r £*- £££& * 

issmftJ or involves opprass.0 '^ ^ supphcate for 

answered. For example, “ Muslim, 

resulting in harm or cause oppressron 

.«* h ~*** -«■*“ ,l “ ,he Mei “ n ®" 
of AUaah (0) said: 

“Ti^re is not a Muslim on the face of the earth that invokes 
Allaah with a supplication except that he will he granted it or 
will be protected from an evil equal to his supplication, so long 
as the supplication is not for a sinful matter or for severing the 

umZjM, m 7 said: m " we w ‘“ (supplica,e) Ptei/M,. 

tie said: Allaah is more plentiful. ” 9 ' 10 J 

Meanin « ^at Allaah is greater 
giving what the 


□ request. 


e servant 


c;:r ng the suppiicat ^ 

wd tor however much the 


rr^^^uon and 
w ^ver much the servant may 
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^ Abandoning the act of enjoining what is good and forb,d ding 
what is evil- 


, k „« chat prevent the supplication from being answere d j s 

TX 2 « ** *■*» br ° therS ’ S ° h£ d - «* orde! 
rhegood nor does he forbid the evil. 


In order that Allaah answers the du’aa, it is befitting that a Muslim is 
steadfast, truthful and enjoins the good and forbids the evil. 


Ordering the good and forbidding the evil is not merely the 
responsibility of a particular group of people or an organisation, but 
rather an obligation upon every Muslim, whether in his house with 
regard to his family, in his property and his brothers and those that 
are around him, with the condition of him having the ability to do 
that, exercising wisdom and not causing a greater evil than that 
which he is trying to prevent. 


Hudhayfah radhiallaahu ‘anhu said: The Messenger of Allaah ( 0 ) 
said: 


'By Him in Whose Hand is my soul-you must order the good 

■ l ™ ^ }€ ei ^’ ° r S00n Allaah send upon you a 
punishment from Him and then you mill supplicate to Him 
out your supplication will no, be answered. ’’ " 

voice ot committin ^ m ma king du’aa such as raising one’s 
something a partner ° Jnnovat * on * n ma king one’s du'aa, or making 
Motion away from aii one s &***> or turning one’s 

y m AUaah towards His creation. 


Ahmad (5/338) and ~~~ 

35 ‘hd d-AJbaanee i n Saheeh^n^ (n ,°‘ 2l69) an d he declared it basan (reliable) 

a/ j**nu’ no.7070 






, a* humility and 




The Prophet (&) said: 

«There will be a people who will exceed the limits in making 
du’aa ” 13 

Fifth: The supplicant being heedless of Allaah, turning away from 
His Dun, neglectful of His orders and falling into His prohibitions. 

He disobeys Allaah in times of ease and if a difF l • 

L° rto “' , " h “ C » l ^- P r l ic«»„trje«r he 


^ D y^aykhaJ. A1 L ^ ^ans. Vol i 
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And he (&) said: 


Whoever forgets A/toh in times of ease, AJlaah forgets hi m 
of difficulty. 

The Messenger of Allaah (0) said: 

1 Whoever is pleased that Allaah answers him ' 
hardship and grief then he should subtlicaJ***** < 
plentifully in times of ease.” 1 * 0 ^^a t 


“Call upon Allaah whilst being sure aft. ■ 

know that Allaah does not answer the^upZl 77 “* ** 

whose heart is heedless, inattentive.”" * SUppltCatl0n fam om 


£?£”*** S ° me ° fth ' tulings and front amongst 


« Remaining silent at the evil ch„ 

d-votcing her. character of ones wife and not 

lending money without it beinn • 


,nS ^a 77 GiSl > 6; 
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“And give not unto the foolish 
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your property.” 17 * 18 
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for 



the Most 


iat al-lstikhaarah resembles a du’aa, moreover 
o idu'aa, then those means which would result 
rented are also the means for the acceptance of 


only, making your religion 


One anticipates the acceptance of the du'aa by the following: 


And He - the Most High - says: 


Firstly: that the supplicant should be certain with regards to being 
answered, in assurance with Allaah - the Most High - truthful in his 
du’aa. As the Prophet (#) said: 


‘Call upon Allaah whilst being sure of being ansivered ...” 19 


“Say (0 Muhammad) I invoke only my Lord (Allaah alone) 
and 1 associate none as partners along with Him.” 23 

f »hion, to any o rMhL f °h a h n ™ i t ° attaCh *“* heaft ’ in an y form or 
the * Controller of ** 

any obstacle to!“ n ° ne 10 re P el *hat He has d ^ ° Ut What He 

1 COnse quen ces 
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“Say: Who is he who can protect you from Aliaah if u 
intends harm for you, or intends mercy for you? And th 6 
will not find, besides Aliaah, for themselves any \y a 4 
(protector) or any helper.” 24 e 

So do not call upon anyone with Aliaah whoever he may be 
do not make any Prophet, Imaam, Shaykh or a Walee or an ^ *** 
person, a partner along with Aliaah. Rather, the servant turns LT' 
and his hean and his du’aa to Aliaah alone. The Prophet (») 

“ So y° u ask > Men ask only of Aliaah ...” 25 

~ - except for His worshrp, 

8 " t0 eX,StenCe exce P t that we should ask of Hrm 

Me-" 24 n0t Cfeate manklnd not jinn except to worship 

Pr °phet (®) said; S ^ botl1 ‘ eeh aadah (acts of worship). The 

’ 

Shaykh “'-Albtlnee^ c , authentic as did al-Haakim and 

"aatiyaat J,.* ^ m Saheeh al-J aa>nt ’ no . 7957 


27 


^Dn'aa^' 


■on) is worship- 


st0 trial except chat wen^ 

^ ^ h 

rhed them why then did they not 

and Shaytaan made fair-seeming to them that which they 
used to do.” 

Thirdly: that he should be turning to Aliaah, repenting to Him, 
lowering himselfin front of Him, in fear and humility. 
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“Truly Aliaah loves those who torn 

Invoke yo Ur r ^ 

does not lov e th" " Uh humility anH - 
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3 0 Soor ahalR am 6:42 y haJ 'Alb aanp ^ ncJ at-T.v . 





■o Mlaah, 1 seek Your counsel by Your knowledge ana i 
seek Your assistance by Your power and 1 ask You from 
Your immense favour, for verily You are able while 1 am 
not, and verily You know while 1 do not, and You are the 
knower of the Unseen. O Allaah, if You know this affair - 
my marrying so and so, the daughter of so and so - to b< 

"“8™, m, lit, an, 
’ Y Present and future, then decree it _ 








facilitate it for me, and bless me with it, and if You k 
this affair - my marrying so and so, the daughter of So 
s0 _ to be detrimental for me concerning my religj on 
life and end, my present and future then remove it 
m e and remove me from it, and decree for me what 0 " 1 
rood, whatever it may be and make me satisfied with it 


f^ilATlS 


the 
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for tHIS? 


<0 


aCt 0 f worship, 

Prophet m acted upon. Whatever 
and every innovation is misguidance. 

The Prophet (&) said: 

‘Whoever introduces something new into this affair of ours, 
then it is rejected. ” 31 

As for the proof for the permissibility of al-htikhaarah then Imaam 
al-Bukhaaree narrates in his Saheeh: 

Uarmted * *, that 

U ‘j"‘ mad ibn al-MunkJir T "*”*** to * from 

;; w **■.^ 

y y °« knr 1 Veri b v, and / 

ans Vol ^ and , . y °” 


ft ^ - ?•* k »’ 1 Ve rily y and I 
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^266 ld °no t abl * 

* a nd y 
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fcitr DOBS AWSrlKHAAWH MEAN 


are the ktiower of the Unseen. 0 Allaah, if y Q 
affair to be good for me in relation to my reli g i 0}2 
end (or he said: my present and future), then 
facilitate it for me and bless me with it. And ify 0 
affair to be detrimental for me concerning my re /i 
and end (or he said: my present or future) // ^ 
from me and remove me from it and decree 
good wherever it he and make me satisfied , -w * 
mentions his need. ” 52 lt j 1 


al-lstikhaarah comes from 
'seeking/requesting guidance in 
e noun for this request or action. 


The linguistic meaning: 
Wakhoarah, which means 


The Shariah meaning: that a servant seeks guidance from hl's Lord 
upon the manner described by the Prophet (&) by praying two 
ralcaaiis of superogatory prayer, then he supplicates with the specific 
du’oa for al-lstikhaarah for doing an action which is mubahh (allowed) 
Ot for leaving it, or in an obligatory or recommended action in which 


°- -63, Ab 00 Dawood Eng 
at ~Tirmidhee (no. 480) and 




4 explanation of the meanings of 
this GREAT DU'AA 


assistant 


:r eed for 
Seeking 
through 
itoach ro 


that whici* * 
to You by You 
hand seeking g 
seeking of help a» 


■ „ I request tro» 

SiS-T, 

„ g ththroi>S hthe 
knowledge inc«P° 
■ah - And Allaah ki 


"Verily, the Prophet 0) taught us at-lstikhaarah in all of our affairs 
just as he taught us a Soorah from the Qur'aan.” 

Min i ng that he 0) used to teach us the memorisation of the du’aa 
al-lstikbaarah and its perfection, just as he used to teach us Soorahs 
from the Qur’aan or its verses and their perfection. 

“Ifany of you is concerned about an affair” 


“And You are the knower of the Unseen 

So no one knows the Unseen other than Him, except by His 
permission. 


Meaning if a matter comes to his mind or he is faced with an affair 
and he makes a firm resolve to undertake it. 


This permission is of two types: 


‘V Allaah, I seek your counsel by your knowledge" 

aning I request from You that You choose what is good for me 
a Pproach ^ neec ^ m * ne a °d J seek a means of 

“ *e heavens ^ enC ° mpaSSeS eVerything 

the Most High -^a d^ S ^ n ° W ^ e ^ ge ’ w ^ich is an attribute of His - 
roost appropriate a * meanS a PP roac h by it, is from the 

°f situation. This i k ^ St ^ nCt means of seeking help in this type 
guidance is COnne , e . Cause the need of the one who is seeking 
°f Allaah’s knowledg ^ ^ ^ nseen - Therefore, since the attribute 
t k H,ng ’ ir is the mosf fl eXtendS ° Ver ever ything, encompassing every- 
rou fih and means 0 f ^ °^ ate att ribute by which one seeks help 

nsofa Pproach to Alla^ 


(0 Permissions which He gives through revelation and speech - which 
is particular to the Prophets and Messengers. 


reveals 
He has 
guards 








universe 
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Then, from ti 
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Nation of 
himself an< j 

Sof Allaah 
' fes of cb e 

Is that it 
lk V and 
fe Sa ys: 


^ise r A 

' to Al7k h,S J *’ aa 

n ch f kah by His 

*££*.'**> 

'in ! hlS choice 

• before it is 
r ^ e power of 
" eat: attribute. 





is decreed for him. So whoever is pleased with his Lord and 
is pleased wirh him, has attained felicity leaving behind ^ ^ 
and having passed over the bridge into Paradise. ° ^ karri er 


So if ol-lstikhaarah contained nothing more than th 
these great meanings it would be enough in good ^ r6aIlSatl 
Perfect He is, who prescribed for His servants Verii y : 

and the Hereafter. §°od of this 


atI °n of 
how 
w orJd 


fr-'ZSSSF****** 

rh£ affairs in which a servant is faced with revolve around the 
Sing five categories: */-K^ (obligatory), al-Mustahabb 
(recommended), al-Mubahh (allowed), al-Makruh (disliked) and al- 
Hamm (forbidden). 

One does not make al-Istikbaarab in the obligatory and recommended 
or disliked and forbidden actions. This is because the obligatory 
acnonsareferbidden to leave and obligatory to perform, whether the 

f ° r them or "<*• And the forbidden 


wwiaaen to leave and obligatory to 
servant makes al-lstikboarah for them or not And rh, f l • j i 
actions are obligatory to leave an A f u-jj ™ ™ ^bidden 
Jr, - W matt, in ,h ° cbldden ro d °. whether the 

with 4? “ *» »' **• & he doe, m ,t. 


—UU.C. 

iwtber bp m i 

(mbahh^\&‘~ l !‘ tkhaarah only ln . 

S ’' radeand *'places "’/ m ° des of * ^ ®«te« f n 


^ C °^CT ,meS '^nVe^c ^g'of^ rec °*- 

- * °;'? e 

»itb t|, e /~ hti khaar ah hoic e w, t k the tm, ^ 

N^“ » ofl*'* r, Slt J "«*od 

1*0*. S’ »l 1? ".ant,”*" fof 

- ■ he fi as 
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tis recofli 
donatio 


knowledge is recommended but the servant has a 
of knowledge to study - so he ma k es 
■ the type of knowledge to study, not ^ 
Deen (religion). 

_ he makes al-lstikhaarab concerning the pe 0 pl e 
with and the way to travel and when to depart. 

r but he makes al-lstikhaarah with regard to the 
in specifying the Ameer (Leader) and 


teking of worldly 

St be^n what je 
conCer "‘ h " 

se eking knowledge of the. 

Hnjj “ obligatory, so 
w ho he makes Haj ] 1 

Jibaad is obligatory 

time, the place and the direction, 

in organising the army. 

Marriage is obligatory but the man has a choice with respect to whom 
he marries, and the woman has a choice with respect to whom she 
marries. So the man makes al-htikhaarah with regard to a particular 
woman, and the woman makes al-htikhaarah with regard to 
marrying a particular man - not in getting married itself. 

Also one may make al-lstikhaarah if one is faced with conflicting 
obligatory duties, or conflicting recommended duties. Which of the 
two should he do, which one should be put forward and which one 
should he delay? 

An example of how two obligatory duties can be conflicting is the 
case of marriage and Hajj for the one who only possesses enough 
money for one but not both. An example of how recommended duties 
can be conflicting is like supererogatory Jihaad 34 with supererogatory 
seeking of knowledge, or supererogatory Hail. 


and it can t* 
choice in, as i 
obligatory 01 
This clarifies 


ia ed to each m al-lstikhaarah in all of our affairs. ’ 

[bn Abee Hamza said (concerning the statement of Jaabir): 

“It is general, but what is intended is the specific meaning because 
al-lstikhaarah is not made with regard to performing the obligatory and 
recommended actions . nor with regard to leaving the forbidden and disliked 
actions. Hence it is confined to those affairs which are Mubahh (allowed) and 
tkmmmnW if two affairs conflict with one another; which one should he 
k"> noth and which one should he suffice with? : 

Ibn Hajr al-'Asqalaanee said commenting on 

Al -kikhaarah can also he dn«, • , , 

•[^honehasac ' ntheM — 

11,11 al ‘nds to a// lh 

***». Intausi w,. 


ended actions 
°f Ume and 
ln significant 
n S seemingly 


mely important topic which is incumbent to understand 
-onditions and various forms but more importantly strict 
SC °^ ars must be consulted on such matters, 
categorised Jihaad into the following categories: oblig at0f y 
y- The obligatory Jihaad then further subdivides into that 
upon every individual (Fard-ul-’Ayn) and that which if 3 
pothers are excused (Fard-ul-Kifaayah). The scholars 
s 0 ^iqh, the situations and circumstances when Ji ^ 
Fard-ul-Kifaayab [Publishers Note] 
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this is that he dm not suggest something to his Lord, nor does he choose 
sM ithingforHm, nor ask Him of anything that he does not have knowledge 
of. For perhaps a matter may result in his ham and destruction, yet he is not 
aware of it. So the servant does not choose something for His Lord, rather he 
asks Him for the best choice and that He makes him happy with that which 
'It thorn for him, such that there is nothing more beneficial to him than 




; THE benefit and wisdom of 

AL-ISTIKHAARAH? 


w hatsoever 


Most High - sa y s: 


great benefits in al-lstikhaarah which are greater thai 
of the du'aa and the fulfilment of the request. 


The first of these benefits is the realisation of the meaning of worship 
for Allaah - the Most Exalted - comprising of humility to Him, 
expressing one’s weakness and lowliness to Him, manifesting one’s 
need and dependence upon Him, imploring Him, asking for the best 
from Him. If al-lstikhaarah contained no more than this, it would be 
sufficient in goodness. In this is the realisation of Tawheed of worship, 
which is a pillar of al-Tawheed and a condition of eemaan . 38 


“And with Him are the keys of the Ghaib (aH that is 
hidden), none knows them but He. And He knows 
whatever there is on the earth and in the sea; not a leaf 
falls but He knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness 

of the earth nor anything fresh or dry, but it is written in a 
clear record .” 41 


And I did not create mankind nor jinn except to worship 


tyyim, may Allaah have 


The second of these benefits is the realisation of the meaning of 
^an, and that in His Hands are the keys of the affairs and He 
ws the Unseen matters of the heavens and the earth and He loves 
thk T Servants an< ^ He chooses that which benefits them. In 
MhV x e T reallSat,on of Tawheed of Allaah’s Lordship and Tawheed of 
M^hs Names and Attributes. He- the Mnsr H.Vh -savs: 


uprises of the a ffi, 


“- how perfect 
l T °f His perfect 
\ As weU as the 
,m ' seeki »g help i„ 

t t , ser vant 

i T tHg and 

Hand s of la. 
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its three pillars [Translators Note] 










, a „f these benefits is the assutety in Allaah and pleasure Wlth 
The K fore and after the al-lstikhaarah, rehance upon Him, a „ d 
HiSdeCree rheaffa.'t to Him, thus removing the confhsion, hesitation 
23* which weakens the self, wearing down the body, giving 

Tay to distress and sorrow. 

Ibn-ul-Qayyim said: 

fht mips bis affair to his Lord and is pleased with what He chooses for 
him, his Lord supports him with strength, firm resolve and patience in what 
He chooses for him. Likewise, his Lord saves him from the weaknesses which 
are the result of the servant choosing for himself. Then his Lord shows him the 
beautiful results of His choice for him, which he would not have arrived at if 
he was left to choose for himself. 

tie relieves himself from the burdensome thoughts concerning the numerous 
choices, and empties his heart from suppositions and contemplation by which he 
ascends the mountains and falls down from others. 45 And despite that he 
cannot escape from that which has been decreed for him. So if he is happy with 
Allaah’s choice, then the decree overtakes him and he is thankful. ” 

In it is tranquillity and pleasure with the decree of Allaah - the Most 
High - realising the great pillar of eemaan and a great reward with 
Allaah. Not to mention that in it is the clarification of anxieties, 
tranquillity to the hearts and peacefulness to the souls. 

, soever * s granted tranquillity and pleasure at the judgement of 
His decree, has been granted an abundant good and 
experiences this except the believer. 


which overtake h^ 100 Ibn_ul 'Q a yyim is describing the thoughts of a man 
m °untain. And h™ n° mUcb S ° tbat iZ W0u ld seem that he were climbing 
fal]j ng down others rr^ ? P ° n tbe pitfalls would seem as though he wer 
ers< ITranslaters Note] 


. in Allaah - the 
« h,cb 

bttafc ‘ he f''.' her son to destruction Him> and none 

AUaah and ^ COnfidCnt 

in Him- 

... - - 

abandons anxiety and confusion. 

The fourth of these benefits is that Allaah grants the request of one 
who makes al-lstikhaarah. For the one who makes al-lstikhaarah , then 
Allaah grants him two favours: the first of which is that Allaah 
answers the of His servant and this is a great benefit and an 
evidence of the servant's piety ot him gradually achieving it. 

Hie second favour is that Allaah grants Hi, 

««i8 the affair for which . J , H,S Servant the ability in 







(If Lr SHOULD A SERVANT DO AFTER HE MAKES 
al-istikhaarah? 


at 'Talaaq 65:3 

Aali-Imraan 3:159 
Mu hammad 47:21 


After the servant makes al-lstikhaarah in the prescribed manner 
nothing is upon him except that he should firmly resolve to do that 
which he perceives to be correct, after placing his crust truly upo „ 
AUaah. 


jji 4JJI Js- Jfyj 


“And whoever puts his trust in Allaah, He is sufficient for 


him...” 


<dll jjflib 


Then, when you have taken a decision, put your trust in 
Allaah.” 45 

After that, he should be truthful in his intention, sincere in the 
actions in the matter in which he has sought guidance. 

r^ 0& llll 1 J'X* > lili 

^ d when the matter is resolved on, then if they had 
FUe t0 ^ aa h it would have been better for them- 


wh u Lf because the affa.r * ^ * 1S 

n® taboU , „ rh t«l-b< ikhaa n 0 f the heart, but S o 

after > ngtl l or constriction of t affair easy 

by * h3PP ‘ Alla h granting and W#Ug nQt int end it 

easy for him. 

So the affair is based on two things: 

The first - the truthfulness of the servant with Allaah and his 
certainty in Him and fulfilling the conditions of the al-lstikhaarah 
being answered. 

The second, Allaah - the Most High - answering the servant in his 

al-lstikhaarah. 

‘WITS *? »r relevance ,o 

, ht M *'“ """* i> foe him, nor 

. eMostH >8 h -decreed ,t for h,m. 
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said 


Al-'lzz ibn ‘Abdus-Salaam said: 

-He Joes whatever comes upon him. ” 48 

From the above, one realises the incorrectness of what */ 17 ^ 
in ol-Foth saying; ‘~ Ha «fidh 

\.. and that which is relied upon is that he should not act 

(expansion) happiness of the heart if he had a strong desire to t,} * 

actually making al-lstikhaarah. ” 49 ° 0 ^at before 

This is because the matter is not connected to the d 
the servant nor by his desires, nor by the happiness of r h rm |! nat,0n of 
rather it is determined by what Allaah knows a heart > but 
affair is decreed whether he had a strong desire in ThuS ’ the 

he hated it or desired it. 1 or not > whether 

As for the hadeeth of Anas radhiallaahu 'anha- " ,/ , . 

what yrn heart follows for in it U es the pnn > „ "/ tken look * Wards 

authentic). ““‘he good, then „ „ very ^ 

Aj&jpr ofal-lstikhaarah are: 

’ ® ein £ concerned about an affair 

^ce upon Allaah, 


s correct. 


acting according to what 


*/bi d **** Hl/187, 




OF DREAMS 


* «a-a - * r— «<*• * T “ 

Atoh making the affair easy and Him granting it, not by 
expansion of one’s chest, nor by a dream which a person sees nor by 
anything else which is not established from the Sunnah of the Prophet 
0), his companions or any of the great Imaams. 

Then, the one making al-lstikhaarah should proceed as he wishes but 
hecannotptoceedexcept in the way Aiiaah has decreed for him, ’ 

'«os assume that he had a A 

^ or from the 

T Hophet (@ )sai . d . 


Dre ‘" n > are r 

^Paring f ° f ‘ hree typ es . . 

h0U ‘ b “ fiof, 


Ht, 

4^. ifa ns. 
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An d he said: 

"Dreams are of three types, from them: frightening 
from shaytaan to make the son of Aadam despair ani 
that which a person is concerned about while awake ' 
it in his dream and (a type of dream) which is one f 


r, rP ERM/SSIBlE 
7 THAN ONCE 


Supererogatory actions are of various iyy ■ 

lia „ be pure worship (without an exterior reason) like witr and the 
m0 rahahs before fajr, or it can be a worship for AJJaah but is 
determined by an exterior reason like the praying of two rakaahs 
upon entering a mosque, or it can be a prayer of need which is based 
upon the need of a servant for his Lord but it is combined with a 
Jiiaa, like the prayer for rain 53 and al-lstikhaarah. 

So if the prayer is of a type which is pure wn«hm .k • 
permissible, by consensus, to repeat it like the ^ ^ ^ 

worakuhs beforefa/r. ’ he prayer and the 


" . r a aream or not m a 

like the expansion or restriction of the heart are the same So'l 

dream or not makes no difference. Rather it may be from ^ 
which AUaah ordained, for what He intends from the fad]/ ^ ™ 
matter or the turning away from a matter. And Al l**h ' 

He wills and how He wills. " ° r ains ^ 


a particular reason, 
nance recurs. 


IUf grayer that 

rid7 maSh ' Silaa 

CMats . flowed, 


!scn ptio n , 
re Peated. 
laJl 'k, and 


a °d othei 





0 f those « nu 

a sM ittd 
ng repeated, 
the prayet K 
:n our answer 


it it is a pandit is recommended 

or not. 

y e if Saltutl-iil-IsMaarah were a prayer simply for an external 
reason, we would have disallowed its repetition. But it is a prayer tor 
i need, so it is closer to a du’aa than anything else. Therefore, we hold 
the correct opinion to be the permissibility of repeating it, and Allaah 
bows best. 


Furthermore, there is no rcpuit ----- — -pcaung ot the 

prayer for rain, even though it comprises of a specific du’aa made after 
or before a specific Salaah and despite this, the vast majority of the 
scholars allowed it to be repeated . 55 

We can also allow it to be repeated due to the fact that the prayer of 
a solar or lunar eclipse is repeated until the sun or moon are fully 
visible 56 - so the eclipse prayer is a Salaah for a particular need and it 
consists of a du’aa , thus resembling both the prayer for rain and 
Salaat-ul-lstikhaarah. 


From al-Mugheerah radhiallaahu ‘anhu that the Prophet (0) said: 

“Verily the sun and the moon are two signs from the signs of 
Allaah - the Mighty and Suhli?ne — they do not eclipse on 
account of the death of anyone nor for the birth (of anyone). 
So if you see the two (i.e. in eclipse), supplicate to Allaah the 
Most High and pray until the eclipse has cleared .” 57 


re petitio n 0 f */_ 

'dtaaqee and ash- 


htikhaarah. 

-Shawkaane 


■®) unt il the eclipse has cleared' is a clear proof that 
prayer is allowed until the eclipse has completely 


jo his saying i 
repeating the 
cleared. 


Al-Mawstt’ah 


Fiqbiyyah (3/306), al-Mughni ma'a ash-Sharh (2/295) 
passed [Translator] 

lree En S- Trans. Vol. 2. no. 168 and Saheeh Muslim 1 










As tvr r he one who used the hadeeth of Anas as a Pr 

who said: The Messenger of Allaah (jfc) said: ^ 0f r ?petj 

"0 Anas. If you are concerned about an a ff • 

(bypraying al-lstikhaarab) from your Lord ^ *** &*'da 

seven times. ” 58 u 'ith r e p„... 


of ‘Abdullaah 


“Ifthe house of anyone of you were to catch fire, he would not 
be happy until he had it reconstructed. So hoiv about the house 
of your Lord? Verily, l will pray al-lstikhaarah three times, 
atid then make up my ttiind about this affair. ” 65 


Then it is very weak and the scholars 
weakness. 


of hadeeeth 


An-Nawawce said: 


Solwis very happy when I came across this because 
rk which 1 previously mentioned from preferring t 
moftheSaloat-ul-lsnkhaarah being allowed , 
the One who guides towards that which is 


are those whom / do 


Al-‘Iraaqee said: 


ls ^ 6, ^ eisnoproofin .„ 62 


'* is waahinjitUa n <3 


°[ ,b » Jinnee 

^ e ""I oiZZfT scribe a cha - 

'ran, [Publishers No h °f C 





' A . T ul .istikhaarah 
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rticular or specific time, rather 
there is nothing wrong if one 
rich a du’aa is more likely to be 
usly mentioned, that Salaal-ul- 
du’aa. 

in which one hopes it to b 


does not have a v 
at any time. An. 
in the times m * 
what I have prev: 
for a need and 


hour after 


meaning 


Aid in the previous b 
watingfor the prayer. 


the Adhaan 


between 


Salaah in the hadeeth refers to its linguistic 
And Allaah knows best. 


between the Adhaan 


2. During rainfall. The Prophet (ftp) saiu ' 

“Two (du’aas) are not refused: 
for prayer and at the time 
And underneath the rain. 

3. During the last third of the night. The Prophet 

“Our lord - the Blessed and Most High - <= 
to the lowest heaven when only the las 
remains and sa\s: Who is calling upon 


l. The du’aa during 
of rainfall-” And in a n 


Ahmad, Aboo Dawood Eng. Trans, 
and is in Saheeh al-Jaami’ no. 3408 
Al-Bukhaaree, Muslim and Ahmad 
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6 On The Night of Al-Qadaar (Decree). Allaah - t (, e ^ 

said: ° St % 


'- i)l O' J*- jOiJl alll' 

0 ' ' ' 

The Night of Al-Qadar (Decree) ;* l 

._. 73*74 ' ls be tt 


thousand months. r 

And the Prophet (i§>) said: 

“Search fori, in,he last ten nights ofRamadhaan 


j^ /T pERAffSSIBLE^O P^d tjMES 


rk general principle is that supererogatory prayer is not allowed in 
* times when performing is prohibited. However, the 

Khofos differ with regard to the supererogatory prayer which is 
performed due to an external reason. 76 

Die correct opinion which the muhaqqiqoon 77 are upon is that these 
prayers are allowed in these times - like the Salaah for entering the 
mosque, the Salaah after making wudnn’ *nA e / , . ® tne 

particularly if the time is constricted for him o /****’ "Ustikbaarab ; 
“““ 10 P ra y at this time. f ' S com P e Ued by his 

prohibited t^“ ^ Performi ng Salaat-ul-l stlkh , ■ 
opinion and it would he ” W0UJd ther <% avoid it T “ these 

*« doubt f or th 

1 tha * which 


y0u do not 
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The prohibited rimes for prayer are: 



• From after Saiaat-ul-Fajr until the sun becomes hig] 79 

• At the time when the sun is at its zenith nnt-i 

point. passes that 

The time when the sun is yellow until it sets 
Vqbah ibn Naafee radbiallaahu 'anion said: 

“Urn are three timet in which Allaab’s At 
forbade us to pray or bury our dead; when ft <M> 

rise until it is fully up, when the sun is , ***"“ ,0 

midday till it passes over the meridian and “[ **** “ 
draws near to setting until it sets ” 80 u '^n the sun 


and there is ^mta^T S f aat ' ul ' Fa J r «»til the sun rises, 
sets.”" ° SaUab a * er Salaat-ul- ‘Asr until the suit 


nrULAR TIME AL-ISTlKHAARAH 

^MADBBEFORB^NDERWiaNG 

THE AFFAIR’ 


^5 


is no particular time before which one must make 
»(«/; for a particular affair - but what is upon him is to 
Ustikbaarah after feeling a concern and when one has 
e intention and resolve to do something, but before actually 
ing the action. This is because of the saying of the 
*): 


When one oj 


ofyou is concerned about an affair ..." 


Ml " bn in his intended ar rinn l 

Sr™* 


However if l, e l oses .1 , 

“ C ™' d «-.n dto t' M “W 8 h- for 


Its evil. 


k ,r which he u ^ *** ^naan » 




particular soorah 
jtikhaarah? 


J% there any du'aa which one makes ai 
being granted that which he has asked 


irtion of the Qur’aan that one has to rec 
ie reciting of certain soorahs which some 
dered good, is rejected. That is because 
be good or recommended is a Shariah 
> in this case, the considering of 
be preferable is purely based on 
need of proof There is nothing 
in this regard - And 
tlie best guidance is the guidance of the Messenger of Allaah (S) and 
ktffl did not leave any good action except that he guided us 

towards ir 0 0 


Yes! The Prophet (&) said: 


No i There is n° S P CU ' r 

T 

of the scholars have cons 
considering something to 
ruling which requires proof, whereas 
reciting of particular soorahs to 1 
intellect and opinion - and thus, is in 
established from the Sunnah of the Prophet (S) 


r i irj Vuld say <o 

Allaah, l ask of You her good and the goodness within her a 
the goodness that You have made her inclined towards. And 1 
take refuge with You from the evil within her and the evil 
that You have made her inclined towards’, and he should mk 
for blessings. And if one of you buys a camel then he should 
touch the top of its hump and supplicate for blessing and say 
likewise (as the supplication above).” 82 J 

And in another narration: 


one oj you marries a woman or buys a maidservant, he 
dd touch her forelock and mention AUaah 9 s Name - the 
ty and sublime - and pray for the blessings” 

j is prescribed to put one’s hand on the front of what he 
, mentioning Allaah s Name and then praying for bless- 
a orementioned du’aa , and likewise on similar matters 
•n buying a carand other than that. 











[ IS THE DU'AA FOR AL-ISTIKHAARAH 
before OR AFTER THE SALAAM? 


The duM for al-hMaarah is performed after completing the two 
ratal* particular for it. This is due to the saying of the Prophet (fc ): 

“...then be should perform two rakaahs other than the 
obligatory prayers and then say... " 


So in this there are two points: 


The first, "... he should pray two rakaahs ..." meaning that he 
should complete the Salaah. 


The second, "... and then he should say ..." which denotes that the 
Salaah should directly precede the du'aa. Some of the Scholars have 
said that the du'aa should be made before the completion of the 
Salaah. However the apparent meaning of the hadeeth that has 
preceded refutes this — and Allaah knows best. 


, .UBrSroMAKBTHB^/^H, 

ONE F0RG A E p T TER PERFORM ^ 0 TH 


€0 


i Idirectly after the Salaah 
» -tt/ heforgets to make the du’aa and he is 

broken his mdoo’, then he should make the 
,IS '"T Rhlwevet he stood up and walked away, then he 
EUthe two rakaahs and then make the du’aa after it if he 
nshes to perform al-htikhaarah upon the prescribed manner. 

For in his saying (§), "... and then he should say ...” denotes 
the order in which it should take place and that it should be directly 
fa the Saitoh. This is also supported by what is reported by 
al-Bukhaaree and Muslim and the wording is from Muslim on the 

'—* •- - * „ f 

T112 « in hi, 

m MS wudoo’ " until he either 
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NDU’AA AL-ISTIKHAARAH BE MADE AF 

OBLIGATORY SAL A AH? FTER 


AN 


*5 


The Prophet (&) said in the hadeeth concernm 
then y° u should P™y ^0 rakaahs other th ^ 

(Saiaab) ../'This contains a proof that the duda \ ^ 
supererogatory Saloah and not an obligatory SaA / ^ ** **** 
would not actualise the intended goal of the Sunil of 

Thus if he makes the du’aa after an obligatory SaL. i u 
considered like any other and it wouJd ' ,*.*"* h,s ^ 

according to the J a „J of al-lstikh^rah ^ “ SitUatia 


PEKTORMED 

^sTsKCXWRNMRBASON? 


fk apparent meaning of the hadeeth indicates that this is allowed, 
j ]0iv ever there is no doubt that performing al-lstikhaarah with an 
,dependent Salaab is better and more conducive to be acceptable and 
mote likely to be answered - and is further away from differences of 


Wa wees state . 


^ (aii-to 

N wa ^ie) ee „, , 

&ner «ltsed. 


andttts objection 


» 86 





j say: and that which is objectionable is that the SU p 
prayer is of different types according to the reasons f 0r 
prescribed. So if it is just for an external reason, like enteri 
or the Sunnah after making wudoo', and he makes the , 
al-lstikhaarah with it, and thereby he achieves the objec 
reason for which the prayer was prescribed, which with re 
Salaah for entering the mosque, is not sitting down bef ^ 
This is achieved by any Salaah , be it obligatory, sup er 01 


mstt m apparent is that it is not sufficient for the one who 
begins a supererogatory without making the intention of 

jl-hnkbrnh to then change the intention to al-lstikhaarah whilst in 
thcSM Rather what is required of him is that he completes his 

M tben sms a anew with the intention of al-lstikbaarah. 

Ik is due to the saying of the Prophet (S); 

"... If one of you is concerned about an affair ...” 

is a dear indication that rb. • 

*“-***‘-^:Sr heconc "" 


As for combining al-lstikhaarah with Sunnah 
something in the soul that does not accept this 

Al-'Iraaqee said: 


"So if be mode the mention ofa Sunnah Salaah and also 
my or my not achieve them due to their combination. ” 87 

1 say, as for other — 
the prayer for rain, we do 
knows best. 


a l-htikhaarah, he 


supererogatory prayers like the eclip: 
o not see this to be permissible 




“ teemed broth «. Dr 'Aasim ai-Qariyuree, in his book 




1 say: if he does that and makes the in ten tic 
SaLih and then makes the du’aa , there is no h; 
the very /east, he is credited with the du'aa but 
fulfil the Sunnab of al-lstikhaarah upon its p r 
manner. 


I „ j„„ht that that which is most complete is that the one 
I m^dlstikhoarah should do it upon the manner described by the 
fonJcomprising of Salaab, then the du’aa. So if a servant is forced , 
or his time is constricted and he is not able to perform the two 
dds, then it is permissible for him to make the du’aa without the 
SjUj- considering it to be a du’aa. 


Manwee said: 


mak <x al-lstikhc 


" ra,s situation , 
^ du’aa { 
f e Pr °phet ($ 



"Audit may be that the wisdom in performing the 
that the purpose of the al-lstikhaarah is achieving j 
and the Hereafter -. So this requires one to knock at n 
there is nothing more successful and beneficial to a 
because of what it comprises from the magnification of 
Him - and in demonstrating one's constant need of 
and in the future." 91 


necessity to adhere to the exact 


flwj as reported by al-Bukhaaree and Muslim that the Messenger of 
0 ($) taught Baraa ibn ‘Aazib radhiallaahu \anhu the du’aa of 
itcliningon one's bed to sleep, and in the du’aa there is: 


•Urn believed in Your Book which You have 
ad in Your Prophet whom You have sent ...” 


uiaato remember 


H er whom you h, 



Thus as reported by al-Bukhaaree and Muslim that the Messenger of 
AJJaali (&) taught Baraa ibn ‘Aazib radhiallaahu \anhu the du’aa of 
reclining on one’s bed to sleep, and in the du’aa there is: 


'7 have believed in Your Book a h 
and in Your Prophet whom You hav 


. .. 


Sohi fo)said: 


You have 


01/186) 


“And // fl&sry & /Arf the wisdom in performing the Sal j 


that the purpose of the al-lstikhaarah is achieving the ^° 
and the Hereafter. So this requires one to knock at the'^^ this Z/ 
there is nothing more successful and beneficial to ah ^ ^ 

because of what it comprises from the magnificat,on o/aT f" **» 

Him - and ,n demonstrating one's constant „ eed of H ' pr «‘ses „ k 

md in the future." 91 ° f H,m the p H ,. M 




iS TIKHAAR aH? 


(ym one PROMPT THE DU’AA for one 
WHO HAS NOT MEMORISED IT OR CAN IT BE Ri 
FROM A BOOK? 


We do not see any objection in prompting the du’aa for one 
not memorise it so that he may make du'aa with it - or his 
from a piece of paper or a book. This is because of the 
Allaah - the Most High: 


Al-Iraaqee said: 

Hmmfmim who says that al-lstikhaarah is obligatory. ” 96 

Also, the saying that it is obligatory is one which presents difficulty 
and burden which only Allaah truly knows, because the hadeeth is 
general in everything that a Muslim is concerned about. The Muslim 
today has numerous affairs which he is concerned about - from the 
bjg and selling, the going and returning - so if al-lstikhaarah were 
; bl8a ‘”V would res ^ in difficulty and hardship which rhe 

CiTeMos!WgT-sal ^ ft0m the 


‘And Allaah burdens not a person beyond his ability .” 94 


“And fear Allaah 
The able Muslim should 


as much as you can. 


memorise the du’aa because in memorising it 
1S a great good. It is rare that the fearful Muslim should pass a time 
eept that he is faced with obstacles or is concerned about a matter 
e makes al-lstikhaarah from his Lord in that from his memory- 

a ps he may be on a journey, or in a place in which he does n 
dm CCCSS t0 ^ U aa anc * * s a gr eat matter - so he 0 

will ° PP ° rtUnity t0 make al-lstikhaarah from his Creator - and W 

^n guide him towards the g00d ? 


a l-Baqarah 2: 
at 'Taghabooi 








ONE'S HANDS WHILST MAKING 
> al-ISTIKHAARAH? 


The general rule with regard to du’aas is that one’s hands should be 
raised except if it is proven that the Messenger of Allaah (S) did not 
do so in a particular du’aa. This is based on general evidences, from 
imongst them, his (B)’s saying: 


And He said: 


"lUWi burdens not a person beyond his abjJi 

It n/iVIniri _ 


° aDI iity." 

It is not within the capacity of an 

Consequently the scholars are un' a ° aSJaani ' 

mended - and Allaah knows be st °" ****■■* be, ng recom . 

However, ir i s eno , 

,eaWng tdt'7* h T 

•**»*'***, f :r‘ ^ 






7)oES ONE SAY ANYTHING BEFORE the DU’aa 
AL-ISTIKHAARAH or after it from 
THE PRAISE OF ALLAAH AND PEACE AND BLESSINGS 
UPON THE PROPHET (&) ? 


Our Shaykh, the renowned scholar Ibn Baaz, is of the opinion that 
this is permissible, so one should begin, before the du'aa , by praising 
and thanking Allaah - the Most High - with what He is deserving 
of, and then (after making the du'aa) end by sending the peace and 
blessings upon the Messenger of Allaah (S). This is based on the 
general evidences which suggest that a du'aa should be preceded by 
praise and glorification of Allaah and it should be followed by sending 
peace and blessings of Allaah upon the Prophet (^). 


As for our Shaykh the renowned scholar al-Albaanee, then he 
disagrees and does not allow this. That is because du'aa al-lstikhaarah 
is a specific du'aa performed in a specific manner and it is not 
befitting for a Muslim to add anything before it or after it. 

However that which the soul inclines towards, is to abstain from 
adding anything to the du'aa , and thus repelling all doubts, and out 
of the fear that one is putting something before the Messenger o 
Maah (&), and striving to adhere to the text of the du'aa - ™ 
Allaah knows best. 




cpORTWO affair 


k.ochofthem being connected to 

Tib Site permissibility* like mart, mg 

S*-*"*:*^" “ ®“ ns ia ’° bm 7bl 

'’* h h, .mount of money to be invested by 

an example of his du’aa is that he says: “0 Allaah, if You know 
toyimllini to a certain country and by car is good for me in my 
Riligion ...” 

Another example: “If You know that my going into partnership with Zaid 
Mb Hi amount ofmoney is good for me in my Religion ..." 

SXtL:: differen ' and there is - 

*" has given the verdict tbt this ' C ° lar ’ ^ retl ° Wned sch «lar 

n ^bmnabk.” $ 15 P errruss *ble and said: “We do 

**«• Shaykh, • 


the 




renowned 

‘ tn t- 


Howe 


'’ever 


le °fyoi 


is to 

OU is 


schol; 


'«so- and : W l aUlbaa nee disagree 




SSTw* - - 

n '.th e „ ,“ neiS WeH. HaVe 


% 




defined 


a ffair . 


the 




w <-n 

° wn par 


is bet 











S on the same level as a du’aa 
answered and those which are 


yfrkiiM is not answered due to an obstacle that prevents it 
hi tag answered, as has been previously mentioned. So your duty 
-0 servant of AlJaah - is to avoid all the obstacles that prevent a 
\m from being answered, adhering to its regulations and its 
mines so that Allaah answers your du'aas and He makes your affair 
For P erha P s the affa " for which al-lstikhaarah is sought 

«most appropriate. V h and lose out on doing 


his is clear, for perhaps an individual’s heart expands 
and c °nsiders that in it there is only good, but 
?fe IS not hing in it except that which will cause him 
ite also being true. This is because the nature of an 
perceive the outward realities of an affair — and hidden 
lnner ^alities. Thus for this reason Allaah has 
lm t ^ 1 ^ s a l~Istikhaarah , to make it easy for him the 
- did not have knowledge of and to turn away fr onl 
W lch hc had °o knowledge about. Then, to grant him 
tranquillity with what Allaah ordains for him 1 f he,s 
en ^hs a ffair may be outwardly displeasing c 
















IT POSSIBLE FOR THE ONE u 

al-istikhaarah to know AKin g 
granted his request ornot> Heis 




Many people complain that they perform^ , 

However they were unmindful of the « r d a f ,k haard bu, 

^ .„d ZZ7I 

perform this al-htikbaarah. For as we have m y '° ac ^ 

contains many benefits with regards worship M ° K '** ' 
decree of Allaah - the Most High - an d f ^ * 
judgements. Especially after / t l, d Subm,tt,n $ «> Hu 

delusions anH , g H C ° Surrender himself to destructive 
blessino P ara ysmg weaknesses. This is from the greatest of 
benefit^ 5 tHan the acc l uire ment of any worldly or personal 

th ■ ^ >artlCu ^ ar a ^it for which one is making al-lstikhaarA 
n its reality cannot be known. This is because the servant may 
n ’ based on his outward perception of the matter, that his duM 
as not been answered, but in reality he has been heard. This« 
use an individual's perception of an affair, for the mostp art ' 
united to the outward affairs, heedless of the true realities an J ”' 

“ unseen of the affair. 


is 

id what 


'»i o ^ 


The y know but the outer (things) of ^ e 

world ...” 100 


life of ^ 


ar -Room 30:7 


t every g 1 




, reality good, and 




^n-ul-Qa^ 01 


is ,n reality evil, 
said in al-F aU>aa ‘ d: 


i, Li, son, knowing wbat is 

j, »*,!*’■ * "r , ‘jZ » fc —'>** <>« “ f” h “ 
Z* b * ** * -*'• f 


‘fffffCmibUi.g «*»“*>“ *». *; " 

Irmhm, and u not lavish towards him because be knows that this causes 
h mnpnu and destruction and he often withholds from his son what 
he hires, for his own good and to protect him , not out of miserliness 
towards him. 


Si. if the wisest of all judges, the Most Merciful, the Most Knowledgeable 
ds is more merciful towards His servants than they are to themselves or their 

ed kindness to them. For if they J r ‘IT" \ ***' mhtr lt ts a benevolence 

b - » 

k,m »iZu‘ ^ wh «ber they Uhl a acco ^tng to 

’*>*"£??'** an “‘«y in All 1 "■ lSUke tL been, 


,, w , —'wutes 

ajr ^Th- so ■ they ‘ gnorant 

and did nots ^ m Hh 
" h,ih Hn “i h S ° th *y d 'd not kT C0nupt mtel hgence fT Ws 

H V Jilaalts T^ W **** 

i,l "'t s SerVan, *ccee ds , HeWho ^stows. # 9 achiev « 

>w 44 ; j** *6. t. 












to remain pleased with bis Lord and this pleasure is the Par ad.' 

and a comfort to those who have knowledge. Indeed his souUs 

that it encounters from the decree which Allaah has chosen fTw' M>h 4 

soul is at peace with His religious laws and this is pleasure wit/, T mdh “ 

the Lord, with Islaam as the way of life and Muhammad (fy 

Messenger, and whoever has not achieved this has not tasted eema, i‘ "“m 

M ^ jAj Lui \A'<j Vf „ 

" ^ ^ ^ ~ <s mS ') 

“And it may be that you dislike a thing which is good for 
you and it may be that you like a thing which is bad for 
you. Allaah knows but you do not know.” 102 

^ y*^ ( 3 j 4IJ1 1 gl; jJj 


“And if Allaah were to enlarge the provisions for His 
slaves they would surely rebel in the earth ...” 103 

Indeed he might have made al-Istikhaarah for a business transaction 
and then loses out in it, and so he presumes that his dtiaa was no 
granted. 

But perhaps if he did not make al-lstikhaarah the problems w0U ^ 
greater and the calamities more serious. So Allaah turned ^ 
him that which he had no knowledge of, and decreed wha 
seemed to him to be a loss. 


01 Al-Faivaatd (174) 

102 c 1 , 

103 Soora h al-Baqarah 2:216 
Soorah ash-Shoorah 42:27 


■ e and then what 

_To" w« .0 Kim: 

L's"W' 1,1 *“ and Allaah removed it from V °“ 

'SSZZr* replacement oh ^ held 

lt(0 „ nt ,ble for it on che Day of Judgement. 


[, is said that a man requested but when he wasn't granted it he 

became very sad, so it was said to him: If you had made Jihad you 
would have been captured and taken prisoner and if you had been 
taken prisoner you would have disbelieved. 

I'«id that a woman made al-lstikhaarah with regard to marriage 

» sh ; k .0 b« 

^d have married a man who al ~ lstl ^ aa rah you 

^‘d-Oavui'm_ ? 1 . 


lbn 'U*'Q a yyim said in al P 

u m al~pawaatd: 


" *» tu » 


e Vt l ^°rant. tl 0 , j ‘ a man is a < u- * * ber were is 
h,% W “h His ' j rather the o ^ gau & 









Thus, the things most beneficial to him, in an absolute sense ,s 

lord, outwardly and inwardly. And the most harmful 

absolute sense is disobedience to Him, outwardly and inwardly 'm »» 

Therefore beware - O servant of AJlaah - f rom des 
Allaah’s mercy and giving up hope in the du’aa beino T 1 "” 8 ^ 

.. . ... e 'ng answered, and 


lack of contentment with the decision of Allaah 
contradicts the perfection of Tawheed and tarnishes the 
o ieemaan. 


for 


Veril V this 


complete 


-ness 


Also beware of considering the length of time for the du’aa to be 
answered to be overbearingly long, so much so that you say: 'I made 
a du'aa and it was not answered’, in which case you will not be 
answered; because this is like finding objection to the decree of Allaah 
and putting yourself before Him - how perfect He is. 


The Prophet (0) said: 

“The du’aa of one of you is answered so long as he does not 
become impatient and say: l made a du’aa to my Lord but He 
did not answer me.” 105 

Perhaps that contained for him an expiation of his sins and purify 
cation of his soul, and this has good the likes of which only All 
aware of. 


i affair ant 


l d the 


To summarise: only Allaah knows the true reality of an ^ ^ 
Creator controlling the affairs of His creation is muC ^ e ^ p ecr eeis 
than their controlling their affairs for themselves. An ^serva 01 
better for them than their conjecture. So what is due up 


have 


Is to have good opinion of Allaah - the Most High - an ^ sod 
certainty in Him and submission to His laws and to n 


* Al-Fawaaid (172) , ^ 

5 Bukhaaree Eng. Trans. Vol. 8 No. 352 and Muslim Vol. 


u is good- t he worldly b 

* h,C , S m h.mthanal lofttl 


A 


> t hH^ eCree 

bo« pelfeCt 


^ d that the Messenger of 

H '* h Jm 

1 * to ihA it i‘&aU rh,m - 

l0tny , b ,n &f or Allaah (S) said: 

wo.***** 

m md for him and this is only in the case of a believer, J 
me happiness befalls him he is grateful and so it was good for 
l if he is afflicted with some hardship, he is patient 
’ W for him.” 107 

Ibn al-Jawzee said: 

«l!r 7n dsays ’' h r T y tims d ° y ° u caii u p° n Maah ^t you 

r* Zt ZZTaT 1 d 1 ay 15 mm suitabh ^ * 

achiev'd ZtZ ° f Maah and 

worldly goai s And thls IS Skater in benefit than 











For perhaps there may be obstacles preventing his du'aa from being 
answered which a servant falls into without knowing or intending it 
For example if he is heedless of his Lord, weak in his certainty in Him 
or if there is in his food something haraam, or he oppresses someone 
or he commits a sin - so he should examine himself and study his 
condition for verily, in this is a great good for him and his affairs. For 
verily sins are a barrier in reaching the aims, and heedlessness is a veil 
before the answering of the du'aa and request. 





, h e \p from those 

bshouVi^^ , Japprop^ e 

!a &fr%‘ ,l ' hnkha ‘ tr<i a who can g ive • before 

8 one us an d ^ ^ e thet thts 

people) because glrlsttiu** 
the people. 

. ., d oVA 'he who mate al-htikhaarah m\\ not be dis- 

appointed and he who mate htishaarah vn\l not teg . 

AUnifeUmb is an action based on ones wrnan whereas htishaarah is 
an action whereby one seeks the means - so there is no contradiction 
between the two. 

Vhetefote, in completeness, post as reliance upon Mlaab is an action of 
tWheatt, so seeking the means is an action of the limbs which MU U 
cteated m otdet to achieve the goals, and this (comb' • K A ^ 

theheatt and actions of the limbs} is what kl , mg aCUOns of 

tf lslaam. Ks fot abandoning the means k ^ Rell gion 

this vs something which U\a " *rvowt\ as Tau>„ L i & 

MWh. hsfot dLdt te ' e « S and lt is n ^ kul ~ then 

~~ says; 





And consult them • 

So Allaah - the Most High - in tV 

means which is taking consultJ $ " mbines both seeking tl 

reliance upon Allaah, which is 10n ’ ^ ^ ob,i S ation to ha' 

complete characteristics of a bel,eve". aCt ‘° n * ***** a " d ftom [l 

Islaam' th« ^combi^T c P °” “* ^ from the « reatness < 
between the soul and the matter. “"***” ^ ^ bala " Ct 

Au2^ e J am ° US “ ln which a man asked the Messenger o 
AHaah t SdT , h ‘ S ridmg be “ t; “ * * «* cel/upo, 

complete and \ ^ fC * y upon Allaah? So the most 

comprehensive answer, splendid in its clarity was: 

“ Tie lt an d rely (upon Allaah ).” lw 

his CoT fr ° m the Seerah of the Pro phet (&) that he used to consult 
counsel ^ ni ° ns an d eve n sometimes his wives - so he sought their 
Battle nf V. tv Uilud and sought their counsel at the 

the nric 6 ^ an< ^ a * so sou ght their counsel with regard to 

prisoners of the Battle of Badr and in many other situations. 


" Soorah Aali-Imraan 3:159 

declared it good^n at ' Tabaraanee and others and aJ-‘Iraaqee 


id that 


heen" arra c . 

1,k ^^ aCtl ° n 


our 


pious 


pre« 


; decessO tS 


have 


sai a 


not raitt 


ild nov 


silver- 


are as 


tyta’an 


ibn 


Zaidah 


said: 


j t0 seeking the advice 
j e «ith regard 

While some of them said. 

'People are of three types: 

■ one who is like the nourishment which you can never suffice without, 
• one who is like the medicine - you need him at certain times, 

■ one who is likened to a disease — you are never in need of him. 









al . hti khaarab by colours, 

*e ne.lv mve«ed ^VS odo 

Mia* did not send do^naut V 

rp of aU of these is that the Muslim 
5. The greatest - m censu magicians or 

should make al-lstikhaarah *ith fortune 

soothsayers. 

Know', that every way of making al-lstikbaarah that is not in 
compliance with the description given by the Shari’ah is something 
newly invented and prohibited. 

Allaah - the Most High - says - . 


No. There i< 
besides what 


ere ore, what is the ruling with regard to the different types of 
dl-lstikhaarah which we find the people performing? 

That which many of the people do is not the al-lstikhaarah prescribed 
by the Shari’ah. Verily, it is from the newly invented matters in the 
religion, a hindrance and a cause for the people turning away from 
the al-lstikhaarah prescribed by the Sharia ah, and the person 
performing it does not deserve to be answered except if Allaah wills. 
This affair leads to weakness in eemaan , doubt in Allaah s ability and 
bad thoughts about Allaah — how Perfect He is. 


The Prophet ($£) said: 


.. Beware of the newly invented matters .. • 

Ibn ‘Abbaas spoke the truth when he said, ‘No Bid ah is brought 
being except that a Sunnah is lost.’ 


he y P ar tners with 
Religion which Alls 


l nstituted 

112 


From the new invented types of al-lstikhaarah . 


word Shaykh He 


people think 
applies to many 
people of kr- ' 


1. Opening up the Qur’aan and if he opens it upon 
mentioning punishment, he does not do it — and if h 
upon an ayaah of mercy, he does it. 


s °meor\ e 
> ut m real 
P e °ple at, 


P^pie otknovAedgefp kv 









50 beware - O servant of Allaah - that you legislate for 
that which Allaah has not given you permission for, nor 
Prophet (!&) done - so in doing so, you corrupt your act 
nullify your reward; and know that the most dangerous of th 
of al-lstikhaarab are the latter two. 


As for the fourth category mentioned above, it is a type of 
superstition which is a door from the doors of Shirk - and we seek 
refuge with Allaah. It involves the one making al-lstikhaarah 
attaching his affair to other than Allaah and other than the judge¬ 
ment of Allaah and His Decree. It is an action from the actions of 
Shirk and shaytan which the people of jaahiliyah of old adopted as 
their religion. The Prophet (S) said: 

“He is not from amongst us who seeks an evil omen or fot 
whom an evil omen is sought for, or the one who tells the 
future nr fnr u>hnm the future is tnld. or for the Otie who does 


And the Prophet (HI) said: 


“Whoever approaches a fortune-teller and believes in what he 
says, or has sexual relations with a menstruating woman or 
has sexual relations with a woman from her behind (in her 
rectum), then he has freed himself from what has been sent 
down upon Muhammad : 1 m 


'Taking Evil omens are Shirk. 


Meaning, superstition is Shirk. And the Prophet (i£) said: 

“Whoever is prevented from doing something because of 
tiyaarah (evil omens) has committed Shirk.” 115 

As for the last category, which is making al-lstikhaarah by fortune 
tellers and soothsayers, then it is Shirk with Allaah the Great an 
disbelief in His straight Religion. The Unseen is not known by 


at-Tabaraanee and Saheeb al-Jaami no. 5435 

Ahmad, Aboo Dawood Eng. Trans. Vol. 3 No. 3901, at- 
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Ahmad and at-Tabaraanee. Saheeb al-Jaami' no. 6264 
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And the Prophet (S) said: 

“Taking Evil omens are Shirk. ” 114 

Meaning, superstition is Shirk. And the Prophet (0) said: 

<{ Whoever is prevented from doing something because of 
tiyaarah (evil omens) has committed Shirk.” 11 

As for the last category, which is making al-lstikhaarah by fortune^ 
tellers and soothsayers, then it is Shirk with Aliaah the Great 
disbelief in His straight Religion. The Unseen is not known y 
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type of al-lstikhaarah which the people of jaahiliyah (ignorance) 
adopted for themselves, is a type of al-lstikhaarah which Islaam has 
emphatically prohibited, and Allaah joined it with intoxication and 
gambling, for He - the Most High - says: 

fdj\3\j ^l^Jl CJl I p\ lb 

O you who believe intoxicants, gambling and throwing 
arrows (for seeking good luck or decision) are an abom¬ 
ination of Satan s handiwork. So avoid it in order that you 
may be successful.” 119 
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affair, so the correct opinion is that in these circumstances it is 
allowed. And this is because in the affair, even though it is particular 
to the child, the father holds a great connection. This is because if the 
operation does not succeed, it would necessitate an increase of 
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jtMur-Rahmaan ibn Abee Bakr is 'Ubaidullaah ibn ADee 
M jhe has been declared weak. Ibn 'Adee said: In summary his 
narrations are written down,” meaning as a mutaabi . Thus 
something such as this is suitable to be used to support the narration 
ofMuhammed ibn Abee Hameed. In which case the narration is 
graded Hasan li-ghayrihi, and Allaah knows best. 

This last hadeeth was misst 
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Collected by at-Tabaraanee in al-Awsat and as-Sagheer (2/175), 
al-Qadaa’ee (7/2) both from ‘Abdul-Qudoos ibn ‘Abdus-Salaam ibn 
‘Abdul-Qudoos who narrates from his father who narrates from his 
(the first narrators) grandfather. 

‘Abdul-Qudoos (the grandson): Ibn Hibbaan said that he is accused 
of lying. 

Abdul-Qudoos (the grandfather) used to fabricate hadeetb and 
attribute them to reliable narrators. Ibn Hibbaan said: “It is not 
permissible to write his hadeetb." 


for this reason our teacher, Shaykh al-Albaanee has declared this 
hadeetb in As-Silsilaah , to be fabricated, as did al-Haafidh in Al-Fash , 

before him (11/184) and said: “Its chain is waahin jiddan (very 
weak).” 

■ i ^ * CamC across an °ther chain of narration for it found 
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it since ir u * \ C ^ n narrat ‘ on m this book, but it does not aid 
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“Consider not that Allaah is unaware of what the wrong¬ 
doers do, but He gives them respite up to a Day when the 
eyes will stare in horror. Hastening forward with necks 
out-stretched, their heads raised up (towards the sky), 
‘heir gaze returning not towards them and their hearts 
empty (out of extreme fear).” 124 
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O you who believe.' Turn to AUaah with sincere repen- 

CC * ^ ma y be that your Lord will remit from you your 

sins ...” 126 


So race — O servant of Allaah — towards repentance and hurry in 
pursuit of atonement! Because remaining upon disobedience is des¬ 
truction and persistence upon it leads to immorality, and immense 
ignorance of Allaah — how Perfect He is — and belittling His orders. 


Whoever truly perceives the greatness of Allaah - the Most High - 
perceives that He truly deserves obedience and will never disobey 
Him. 

02C& l 3 y ^aUll y>j 

i » 127 

“And He is the Irresistible above His slaves. 
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Lest the soul will (then) say: Ah! Woe to me in that I 
neglected (my duty) towards Allaah and was amongst 
those who mocked. Or lest it will say: If only Allaah had 
guided me, I would certainly have been amongst the 
righteous. Or lest it will say: when it actually sees the 
torment: If only I had another chance, I will certainly be 
amongst those who do good. (The reply will be) say! But 
there came to you My signs and you rejected them and 
you were proud and were amongst the disbelievers and on 
the Day of Judgement you will see those who lied against 
Allaah — their faces will be turned black. Is there 
not in Hell an abode for the arrogant. But Allaah will 
deliver the righteous to their place of salvation, no ev ‘l 
will touch them nor will they grieve.” 136 


“The day they see it (it will oe, as — i „ ^ 

(in this world) except an afternoon or a morning. 

horn the greatest of all affairs which stand between the servant and 
Him repenting and returning to his Lord is the servant thinking that 
Allaah - the Majestic - will not accept his T awbah (repentance) and 
He will not forgive his errors because of the numerous times that h 
repented and then relapsed - and because of the sreatnpc cl- . C 
and his decline - and all of this is just whispering of rh/ L ^ ^ 
make a barrier between the servant and h‘ & ^ Sha y taa H to 

being ttutbful in bis repentance ^ if *e 

Uttds forgiveness and his Lord's extreme u he 8 re Mness of h 
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and in the narration in Muslim: 


“AUaah is more pleased with the repentance of a servant as he 

“sZLTh H T- ^ ret>entanCe than amongst you echo 
upon his camel in a waterless desert land and upon that 

camel are his provisions of food and drink and he loses it - and 
he, having lost all hope in recovering it, lies down in the shade 
of a tree, despondent about seeing his camel again , then 
suddenly he finds his camel standing before him, he takes hold 
of the camels nose-string and out of boundless joy says: ‘0 
lord! You are my servant and / am Your Lord.’ He makes a 
mistake out of extreme pleasure.” 140 

Thus, there is no duty upon you — O servant of Allaah — except that 
you should make Allaah happy with your repentance and bring 
happiness to your own soul by its repenting to its Lord and by 
standing upright before its Originator. 

Know! — O Servant of Allaah - that Allaah the Exalted accepts the 
sincere repentance from His servant even if he breaks his repentance 
after repentance, and repeats sin after sin. So most fortunate is he 
whose soul is happy with repentance after which there is no sin an 
miserable is he who despairs of the mercy of his Lord and he persists 
in his sin and he continues in his transgression. 


? al-Bukharee Eng. Trans. Vol. 8 No. 321 and Muslim Eng 
No. 6611 
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■ Returning the right of the oppressed, iu — — 
particular to the rights of man. 

Thus, whoever makes a resolve to repent and seeks forgiveness, then 
he should cease committing the sin and abandon his habit, and have 
true regret of what he has done with regard to Allaah’s rights from 
violating His prohibitions and transgressing His limits, and he should 
make a firm resolve with his heart to never return to it. 
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and he (H) said: 

“And he who loves to be pleased by hh record (of deeds), then 
let him seek forgiveness plentifully. 

lbn'Umar, the son of ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Azeez saw his father ‘Umar 
in his dream after his death, so he asked him: 


Performing Salaat-ut-Tawbah. 

Seeking forgiveness plentifully. 

Racing towards obedience and increasing in righteous deeds. 


As for Salaat-ut-Tawbak, then it is a pledge of your repentance and 
the key to your good and the closing of your sins and expiation of 
your mistakes. 


“Which of your actions are best?” So he replied: “I have not 
better than Istighfaar (the seeking of forgiveness) ” 


As for seeking forgiveness plentifully, then verily Allaah 
High — has said: 
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As for racing towards righteous actions, then this 
of Allaah - the Most High: 


(to them): Ask forgiveness 
. . ,* 144 
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Thus, verily, Allaah has connected forgiveness with repentance and 
eejnaan with righteous actions. 

As for the three things which are obligatory to avoid for the Muslim 
who has repented to Allaah, they are: 


■ Thinking about the sin 

■ Visiting the place in which the sin was committed 

■ Keeping company with evil friends 

For thinking and pondering over sins, even if it is just thinking about 
it, belittles the sin and makes the sin seem comfortable and easy. 

This is a very vast door from the doors of shaytan, when the Muslim 
starts to think about the sin, believing that he has done no wrong 
because he did not do anything — but thinking about it continuously 
and picturing it elaborately makes the sin seem easy and disobedience 
becomes usual. 

Likewise, visiting the place where the sin was committed is a trap fo 
the individual and leads to slipping back into the sin. 

How many people return to the place of disobedience, whils ^ 
intending to return to the sin, but gradually revert to it whils 
even realising it? 

Therefore he falls to its lure and is stained by its corrupt 
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^ *„ * 

and ptr ^ do anything bit' ** ^ d °" e 
becom 8 “ dab «areiy ma L r , abou i * continuous/,- 

C ° meS usual. Y ^ ^ st n seen, easy and disobedience 

dle ln dividua] and ieads cT ^ S ' n was com mitted is a trap for 

H Slipping back into the sin. 

intending to return to^h" ^ ** ° f disobedience ’ wh,lsc not 
Cven realising it? Sin ’ ^ >ur gradually revert to it whilst not 

Therefore he falls 

Can he be saved exce b^ ^ sraine< ^ lts corruption, so how 

from this corrunr - ^ ^ a ro P e from Allaah and then severance / 

pt environment. I 


f0 phet of Allaah l«w — 


, >. 148 

,/falling into <*• 


mud a forbidden area 


will be on the verge 


* corrupting to the religion of an individual more qu 
itement, than evil company. They slowly, gradually, lead you into 
disobedience and drag you towards it in the most astonishing of ways 
and making its path easy, smoothening its roads for you. But if you 
fall into its abyss, they leave you groping in its darkness, wandering 
I in its smog. Its claws have seized you, and its love has taken root 
" >’ our 1,eart and it cannot be removed from you except by 
All* favour and sincere rep entance, abstaining from the place 

50 »» 
said: a d Asha ree radh,allaahu ‘ anhu said that the P r 0 ph et (S) 


■if people, then it is the key of 
- anything 
to 


“Verily ,he example of a good 

companion is like that of a < It m hanio n and 

kaa '.ivy „ a. . v "" buy . "/ ”>■ 


least you enjoy a blent ’ ° V y011 buy, T °f ] 

7 * >*• i •*•*■» r 

ff nsive odour 

n> bitu ’’ 14 : 



p, ‘ v »*L.‘r I p " <> ” - 

■-‘SSSjss z&zxi'z**’. 

SS^T--” 

him.” 150 * AUah eXce Pt that All a ah forgm 

Then he read this verse: 

<ill ij^Tj> j^tff i^Lj& jf Iiij ^jjJij 
^ 1 J J^i | IJj <Ill Uj Lj jflll yju °JA>J 

j J^JjU 

“And those who, when they have committed illegal sexual 
intercourse or wronged themselves with evil, remember 
Allaah and ask forgiveness for their sins, and who can 
forgive sins except Allaah? And do not persist knowingly 
in what (wrong) they have done .” 151 


0 Ahmad, Aboo Dawood Eng. Trans. VoJ. 1 No. 1516 a c-Tirmidhee, 
an-Nasaa’ee, ibn Majah and others and is in Sabeeh al-Jaanu no. 5738 

1 Soorah Aali Imraan 3:135 


. ^ 0 ’of mine, and then 

^er performs judoo’hke^ « ^ ^ ^ of anything 

. it 152 

forgiven. 

:: 

they are: 

First: Completeness and perfection of the wudoo' , and that it should 
be in accordance with the wudoo’ of the Messenger of Allaah (i!&), and 
this has a great indication, encouraging the seeking of knowledge so 
as to know the wudoo’ of the Messenger of Allaah (0). 

Second: The two rakaahs should be sincerely for the sake of Allaah 
not speaking to himself in his prayer nor allowing shtntan rn „,k• ’ 

»i» „ *** „ b p „,® x ■ : pe : 

worship and turning towards his Lord and repentance to Him" ^ ^ 

Finally: al-Muzni who is Aboo Ibraahe^m r 

/ me J‘ d “P° n “Sh-Shaafi’ee during his Ulnes Tf ** * 1 ‘ bn Y %a said- 
W to hm: . What „ , 0Br J£!!? «** resulted tn ££ 
thts mrld , and departing from m i , re Phed: “ / arn ■ eat ^°> SO 
* upon Allaah - E J ted drinking f rom H^nfrom 

Allaah, I do not know if my , . reme nbran ce . ^ CU P of death 

0r she Fi re j» 
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'in You, the Creator, I raise my longing, 

A«dmn if I am. 0 possessor of kindness and generosity, 
an evildoer, a criminal, 

When my heart became constricted and my paths 
became nairow, 

I took my hope in Your pardon and forgiveness as an 

opening and an escape, 

% sins seemed very great to me but when I compared 
them to Your forgiveness, 

1 found Your forgiveness to be greater 
^u are and still remain the only One who can 
forgive sins, 

s-trZTo 

T °* * * *»*- „,/ 

And mistakes, 

MyLs’ejf 1 accumula ‘*4 

VCry gnM t0 me ’ M l turned (to You) 


‘« o 1”.”wT COn,en ‘ mnt mym ’ 

So if You foreiw v ’ ” ** ** COm f or ‘ 

A rebellio "" muld have f or Stven a sinner, 

But Your for J ^ great > past and present, 

* nd whomsoever’ s Uh ** Savecd f rom mankind, 

1 H'tn.wd, be far removed 

Jr °m any regrets.’'™ 


. who accepts repentance front His slaves, 
- hatyoudo - 

OAllaah accept our repentance, <w«lo* Qne'worthy of being asked 
. good deeds, verily You are the only One 

and are able to answer. 


May the peace and blessings of Allaah be upon our Prophet 
Muhammad (») his Family and his Companions. 




THE THIRD PRAYER 

Salaat-ut-Tasbeeh 

THE PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS 



THE THIRD PRAYER 

Vn font-ut- Tasbeeh 

Salaat-ut-Tasbeeh And The Saying Of Some Scholars Regarding It 

There are various opinions of the honourable scholars with regard to 
the name of this blessed Salaah. Some of them called it Salaat-ut- 
Tasaabeeh. Others called it Salaat-ut-Tawbah. Yet another group 
called it Salaat-ul-Ghufraan (prayer for forgiveness). 


,, • said'. 


have 
on lt 


i- 0 f the object * 011 f 

. t t his because oj I 



- :,s<b,,: ■ a in it and then is 

St It plentiful in doing ie ask Allaah for safety. 

cohered from the people of resoW 

Ibn' Aabideen said: 

Ti, M fM* - “ “ nliMt becau5t f“ S ~V* aiu ’ and th °“ 

who consider it weak, then it is mere conjecture from them. It contains in it a 
rmard which should not be abandoned, and based on this, some of the 
mubaqqiqun 159 say, “No-one hears of its great blessing and leaves it except 
that he is negligent with regard to his religion 160 

Al-Haafidh ibn Ha\r said in his Amaalee : 


'Abdullaah ibn al-Ntubaarak used to brax it i , 

ri ghuom."'" y d httiheen handeddi 


own 


He vs Taaiuddin Aboo al M 
m the year 77\H. H t ^j“ r 'Abdu].^, 

Refer to footnote no 77 d thls in his b tm L^ haab ‘bn Al 
In his .HU*** b °°^/-W, Alt < 


r **te6 




person rrom wnom is reported this action is Aboo A 

'Abdullaah aJ-Basree. 162 1 Ws ibn 

Manyofthescholarshavestateditasbeinerecnm™. j , . 

Shaafi’eeyah like ash-Shaykh Abee Haamid and al Muh S ’ 7™ the 
al-Juwaynee and his father Imaam al-Harmain and al 
al-Qaad, Hussain and al-Baghawee and al-MatuleTand 7 ^ ^ 
Ahmad ar-Radee andRafiee in ar-Rawdah and [hen h ahlr 'bn 
affirmation of Imaam Ahmad and the mistake of rb , 0ns the 
it to be fabricated. ^ ose w ^° declared 


6 ‘ Abo ° — 

^iK°h °" e ° frhc major tabi'een a, 

(4/371, “ 'ha, he was those who stood up again 

0n the day of Jumaajinn. As-Se, 
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.«» diU '-*• *»a *“ "* M “ e " 8 " of All “ h W 


“ 0 •Abbaas , 0 Uncle. Should 1 not grant you? Should l not 
bestow upon you? Should I not award you? Should l not do 
with you? Ten things if you were to do them, Allaah would 
forgive you of your sins, its firs and its last, its old and its new, 
whether it is done intentionally or mistakenly, its small or 
large, hidden or open. 


The ten things: 

That you pray the four rakaahs, 

reading in every rakaah soorah al-Faatibah 


a »d another 


and when you have finished read!,.a • , 

y '“ “> «** * ™ '‘'Ml thm 


‘How Perfect is All , / 

‘here is no drity *U Pr aist 


) <Ui 


* ^e Crea^b ofwor,^ H* /fl 

and >hen how ij P ept Allaah “° h 

times 0 r »ku a ,u 


nnd then rais € ^ 

and ,he " go d head frame 
Prostrate.. . dou '» -• b, 


and 

'aah 


u 'hils 


a " d ,h '» go 7 h ' ad from o H h "U'i„ 

^‘ration tjT” into ’ ^gana * 

:: dt ^yol> dsa >dt e ».. 


*«> ten 


times y ° U r "h, 



y “‘e n 






and then you go doun into prostration and say it ten times 
and then raise your head from prostration and say it ten 
times. 

So that is seventy-five times in every rakaah and you do that 
in each of the four rakaahs. So if your sins were equal to the 
froth on the sea or sand of'Aalij Allaah will forgive it for 

you. 

If you are able to pray it every day then do so. 

And if you are not able to do so. then ome every Jumu’ah 
(Friday). 

And if you are not able to, then once every month. 

And if you are not able to. then ome a year. 

And if you are not able to, then ome in your life-time 

So, is there somebody who wants to make this connection with his 


*1“ ,n,rndl “ 
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Tte men and .he women who remember AJlaah much 
(,id, .heir hearts and longues), Allaah has prepared for 
.hemforgiveness and agreat reward. 

The Prophet (&) said: 

“Shall I not inform you concerning the best of your actions and 
the most pure in the sight of your Master, and causes you to 
raise in ranks the most, and it is better for you than spending 
gold and money, and it is better for you than you meeting your 
eneni) -so)ou strike their necks and they strike your necks? " 

ThyMrtrlmly/'Ht (0) mid: T he remembrance of 
Allaab" 6 


The Messenger of Allaah ($) said: 


“ h one of you unable to 


earn a thousand reuards every day? 


i w Heeds and rentM*. f. _ / • . 


because of ii," 


remot es from him a thousand sins 


. of Allaah (^ said: 


**** lSa * K 

* , , perfect Allaah IS ’ 

ill Praise is due 10 AlUU>h ' T, Allaah and Allaab 

leaves of this tree fall.) 

1 m another narration, 

, . f* 169 

«... sheds the sins just as a tree sheds her leaves. 
id the Messenger of Allaah said: 

J * alii ~- 


“Whoeter says one hundred times in the morning and one 
hundred times in the evening. Glory be to Allaah and braise 
be to Him’, his sins will be forgiven even if thee 
than the foam on the sea .” 1,0 Venter 

I say, if this is the excellence of dbiler (rememh 

aiaasbwh uuts.de of the Salaah so how will i t k, ° f All “h) an j 

the Salaaht Combined with 

Verily, it is a gathering of light 


For this reason, Salaat-ut-T / 
reward. * ^ this 
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reward. 


great 
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0 Saheeh at-largetS u* ^ 
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jb PROOF (OF AUTHENTICITY) 

*0 


Salaat-ut-Taskb has been n 
radbtallaabu 'auburn ajm'ttn 

its chains of narration. 


arrated from more than ten Companions 
. And here we will just mention three of 


♦Firstly the badetth of AbduJJaah ibn Abbaas radbiaUaaiju anbu 


It is narrated from him in many chains, the most important of which 
are: 


Min it narrated b, Da.ood no.1297 (Eng Trans Vol 1 
W!hnd,bn MaajaJi no.1387 and al-Haalum 1/308 and others I, 
the chain of narration of Afusaa tbn 'Abdul 'Azeez lit - 

^<« ibn Abb^d 2; "?r; 

narration is batan (reliable). chj,n of 


'^twotth,.andan-Nasaa-^ h™ > 

He has been spoken (badlvt about' ^ 8 *«h h 

“P*bout, but without any proof. 

zt t “■ iniis r ,on ,y i,{ thc Kh ° hn h 

' boku ^^LlZT ngs ' ,hem thc « 
. rmt ^-^ttu ntClndAhmad 

^•He* the A 

"'^^esJaveofjjj .^*° Us ’ trust ^'onhy, Wc jj ■ 

°Mbbaas. y,We,, - k nown Tat,# and 

* Sec °ndj y r , ; 

of 

^ nir ibn aJ-‘A 


„„ .epontd ■ht« h 

„ ft .» ib “ 
^ f nm Abee Jowzaa ee, from Vnl 1/1293)- ^ ts 

•rr k ,x» D..~t «>»> ®* 

»,.. h«. ——fa 

Hdaal from Mahdi ibn Maymoon from Amr .bn Maahk 
Jowzaa’ee, from Abdullaah ibn ‘Umar to the Prophet (#)• 

This is collected by Aboo Dawood (2/30) (Eng. Trans. Vol. 1/1293) 
and al-Baihaqee (3/25). The narrators in this chain of narrations are 
all ibiqjui (trustworthy) except for Muhammad ibn Sufyaan who is a 
tTuthful person t uiJo&i ). 

•Thirdly, the baJuih ol Ansaaree. 

Thts ts collected by Aboo Dawood (12991 ( p„„ t 

and also by al-baihuqcc (3/25). " L rans - Vol. 1/1294) 

Aboo Tawbah saad: Muhammad ibn M L 

laid that Urwah ibn Raweem *, i , U laa|,r narrated ro 

*nd then he mentions th al ' A nsaaree narrated T ^ 

q ro me - 

The narrators m <hu . . 

al-Bukhaaree and Muslim ° , narrai *°n are rh 

trustworthy. And al-A r he ext> ^ naff ators 

Sahth I authentic) and *!'* 15 aC °n>p an . P ' , ° n of 'IW ^ h 
Abdullaah ibn A mr ^ J '*0 n arra ° n ^refo^ , ’ Wb O ls 
other is hasan (reliab le ) ** « «** k r ** P^.^U 
The aforementioned i “ ^ lau 'h(-n ^ *' ^Olft 


1 its 



So one can use any of rhese three chains of narration as 

if it ns the only narration about this Salaab\ so how is 
are more than ten different chains of narration reported ■> 

I am still astonished after all of this at those who de I 
Mtfwakl-ftomamongst those who have „ ^ 
is* thoroughly, not followed up all of in rk KS ' 

oticej themselves by imitation of those wh'Z ^ 
despite the fact chat the vast maionrv w .l _ h ° dec,a *d 


So what is disagreeable about its appearance!!? And whoever wisne- 
farther elaboration, then he should refer to the origin 17 " in which I 
explained clearly its position and I also refuted the doubts concerning 
it-and Allaah is the granter of all good - O AJJaah, send your peace 
and blessings upon Muhammad (ill) his Family and his Companions. 


and he i s a 
' d m >‘ja*h'b 


^"uUor h 

‘l-H*1^ A k “*" 
| ee -shn assail a ,° B ° 

s T ce ' aadi «lZ an l 

m ^Zhe:* 


c °rnrnon 
>ne Pays 
c °nra/ns 
said 





Glossal of Terms 

*9 

t ^ J t „ the five 

j of individuals who are on a 
n the afternoon it is also known as 


GlOS 

„ ,, fi „. J,il„ prayers. Its wording is fixed and 

Adhaan: fhe call to the fi' 

cannot be altered. 

A roeer: A leader of a nation or a group 

journey or on Jibaad- 
•Asr: The prayer that is p 

the middle prayer. , ... - 

Bidah: A newly invented matter introduced into the religion of 
Islaam, having no root or basis in it. Although the act may seem 
to resemble the way of Islaam in reality it opposes the guidelines 
of Islaam. 

Du’aa: Supplication. The name for a great act of worship which 
involves invoicing, beseeching, asking aid and supplicating to 
Allaah. 

Tebaadah: All actions and sayings - inner or outer - that is loved 
and liked by Allaah. 

Eemaan: The belief in Allaah, his Angels, his Books, messengers, the 
da) of Judgement, in pre-estimation (Qadar) that is firm in the 
eans, uttered on the tongue and acted out by the limbs. 

beca. e ■ ^ ° the ^ ay K ,S k nown as the dawn prayer 

because it is performed at dawn. 

lt given t to^the t filed a, of^ n ^ eritanc ^ n ^‘ However it is also the name 
Waam. ^° f 'the rules and regulations of 
Hadeeth (PI. Ahaadeeth): Th • 

the tacit approval of the P sa y in 8 s > characteristics and 

Haafidh: A title g lven ™ ophet - 

H “an. The grading of zkadt ^ ln science of hadeetb. 

“ ablebutnot " strons “ a 

a ruling which is based 
" gtri »fico ffiensus h f ®°° k of A «aah and the Sunnab 

eosus °f'he Muslim scholars. 


Iqaanv 


ah): a 

St"-** 


leader 


whether 


in P^V er 


of a 


nation 






Mu hamme , 0 f ignorance tha tha c which 

is disliked bur the person do g ^ whjch is forbidden, 

where the congregational praye^ ^ ^ ^ ^ abstain f rom doing. 

which is liked and preferred but the leaving of it is 

not sinful. 

Qadar. Qadr is the pre-knowledge and decree of Allaah tor matters 
that exist according to His prevailing knowledge of what will 
occur, and that which is necessitated by His wisdom. 

Rakah: The section of a prayer that consist of reciting opening 
chapter once and then another part of the Qur’aan and then ruku 
and prostration. 

Ruku: The bowing into the position where one's barbie • l 

one's hands are placed upon one's knees stra ight and 

Saheeh: The grading of a hacUeth to be anrh. ■ 

Salaam: The greetings of one Muslim to 7' 

Tjr alaikum wa by saying the wo ^ 

Allaah be upon you). ab (peace and ° S 

Shar’iah: The laws and rep, 1 ° f 

aspects, the beliefs the 8 ^ atl0ns of I s | a . 

what is permissible and m ? nnetS and 'He etin ’ * ‘ ncor POrate s all 


prophecy 


and thus 


invite i 


iWh «thet!! that S ent0the 


‘"elude. 


sta nd s f 0r 








. tK „ than Allaah equal to Allaah in that which is 
Shirk: Equating other 

particular to Allaah. 

j 

Siuutah: A way of tondutt whether good ot bad However tt has a 
jjKtife meaning whtch refers to the way of the messenger of 
Allah and is also commonly used as a synonymous term for the 


i. The Qur’aan has 114 Soorahs. The 


Tabi’ee (PI. Taabi'oon): A person who met the companions of the 
Messenger of Allaah. 

Tahmeed: The saying of All praise belongs to Allaah. 

Takbeer: The saying of Allaah is the greatest. 

Tasbeeh: The saying of How perfect Allaah is, free of all defects and 
deficiencies. 

Tawaakul: Dependence upon Allaah without striving to attain the 
prescribed means to reach the objectives, however this then 

contradicts the true way to dependence on Allaah and the reliance 
upon Him. 

fotgotn®' "™ n8 '° AUaah in re P entancc and asking for 

^kisN^ Z . A " a f h f0r 311 thi[ which particular to Him, 
W *e (Pi. Awaliya); Th" bordship and His worship. 

AUaah ' a " d ' hiS Whe " med 

used “ ln odd numb «. However it is 

“ ° f “ ° dd number of Rakahs 


and 


number of 


times. 


ln 8 specific limbs in a specific way 


















ABOUT THIS BOOK 

So, that which is between your hands, 
my Muslim brother, is an explanation of 
three great blessed prayers, which have been 
abandoned by the Muslims, except for those 
whom Allah has shown mercy towards. 

As for the first, then it is Salaat-ul-lstikhaarah 
(the Prayer for Seeking Guidance) in which the 
servant seeks guidance from his Lord and seeks 
the counsel of his Creator and by it the servant 
actualises his servitude to Allaah - the Most High, and 
it is built upon the truthfulness of his certainty and his 
assurance in his Lord. 

So, what a spiritually immense prayer it is, endowing the Muslim with 
tranquility and restfulness, increasing his reirumn (faith) with eemaan, by 
the penetrating power of Allaah, and KK pov. r erful Will, not to speak of it 
bestowing constancy, satisfaction and subir - the Decree of Al-Jabbaar 
(The Compeller). So how great a praye** > i^y" splendid a worship it is. 

As for the second, then it is Salaat-H;Wl&i : braver of Repentance) by 

which Allaah wipes away the mistakes -he sins; and who from 

amongst us does not sin, and who from anv 'a-$ not make mistakes? 

As for the third, then it is Salaat-ut-Tasbeth arcd u u- also known as Salaat-ul- 
Ghufraan (the Prayer of Forgiveness), or Salinr-at-Takjccr (The Prayer of 
Expiation) or Salaat-ut-Tawbah (The Prayer of Rc|»cmance) or Salaat-ul-lnaabah 
(the Prayer of Atonement). It encompasses all of these meanings, so race towards 
the harvest of these ripe fruits for verily it has become a prayer comp etc y 
forgotten and abandoned. So avail your youth before you reach old age and your 
health before sickness, before you regret on the day that regret wil c o no 

|From the introduction) 
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